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Building Code Compliance

Universal Engineering Sciences’ (UES) team of 
licensed building professionals and certified 
inspectors specialize in work-flow efficiency and 
client integration in the form of expert consultation 
or as an extension of staff. 

With the ever-evolving complexities and constant 
reform synonymous with Florida’s Building Code, 
our knowledgeable technicians diligently serve to 
maintain our client’s understanding of the latest 

regulatory statutes, thereby reducing time and 
increasing the navigability of the permitting and 
construction process.

By clarifying the complexities of compliance, our 
team consistently achieves rapid turnaround on 
plan review and inspections which represents 
significant savings to developers, owners, and 
contractors.

B U I L D I N G  C O D E  C O M P L I A N C E

Our Building Code Compliance team can seamlessly 
integrate themselves into your work-flow effectively 
becoming an extension of your staff.
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OFFICE LOCATIONS

THE RIGHT PLACE

UES has 67 fully-operational and fully-staffed 
branches ranging from California to the DC Metro 
area to Miami. These strategically located offices 
meet the needs of our clients by providing local 
expert knowledge and solutions unique to the 
region. The wide distribution of our resources also 
means that we are able to rapidly respond to the 
needs of our clients with an immediate allocation of 
equipment and manpower. 

Each office is staffed with dedicated professionals 
who are familiar with the geographic conditions, 
state, county, and city regulations, and who have 
developed strong working relationships with local 
specialized subconsultants and vendors.
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Did you know?
UES can provide building, mechanical, electrical, 
and plumbing (MEP) inspections and expert plan 
review in lieu of local building departments.

 ■ Private inspections can be used on rehabilitation, repairs, 
alterations or additions.

 ■ Private plan review can save significant time, reduce 
costs and prevent technical delays in permitting.

 ■ Private inspections are a reliable, cost-effective, legally 
sound alternative to county or city inspections.

INSPECTION CREDENTIALS
 ■ Master Code Professional  

(International Code Council)
 ■ Certified Building Official  

(International Code Council)
 ■ Certified Building Official  

(Council of American Building Officials)
 ■ Code Enforcement and  

Administration Professional 
(Southern Building Code Congress International)

BUILDING CODE COMPLIANCE SERVICES
 ■ Private Provider Inspection  

and Plan Review Services
 ■ Quality Assurance Services
 ■ Punchlist Origination Services
 ■ Due Diligence/Property Condition  

Assessment Services
 ■ Window Testing
 ■ Blower Door Testing
 ■ Stucco Evaluations
 ■ Photometric Studies
 ■ Green Building Evaluation
 ■ Sound Measurements

The Law
Florida Statute 553.791, effective 
October 1, 2002 (and revised 
June 28, 2019) allows private 
provider inspections and plans
reviews on residential and 
commercial construction.

P R I V A T E  P R O V I D E R  I N S P E C T I O N S 
&  P L A N  R E V I E W
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The changes to Florida Statute 553.791 were signed 
into law June 28, 2019 with the intent to clarify and 
expand upon the existing laws. For home owners, 
builders and developers, the new legislation as 
performed by private providers introduces several 
time and money saving benefits as outlined below: 

 ■ Less Expensive Red Tape. The newly revised law 
emphasizes a reduction in permit fees when using 
private provider services.

 ■ Time Reduction. The newly revised law demands time 
limits on applications, resubmittals, certificates of 
occupancy and inspections.

 ■ Convenience. We provide next-business day inspections, 
after hours, holiday, and weekend inspections to fit your 
aggressive schedules. Request AM, PM, or anytime.

 ■ Extra Quality Control. You gain an additional level of 
oversight through our multi-licensed inspectors as our 
team works with your contractors to keep the project 

moving forward with fewer delays.
 ■ Confidentiality. Theme parks or sensitive projects—we 

keep your project private and under wraps.
 ■ Full Compliance. All inspections are conducted in 

compliance with Florida Building Code.

G E T T I N G  B A C K  O N  T R A C K
Understanding the benefits of the newly reformed Private Provider legislation?





Not only is the presence of fire-stopping crucial to 
life safety, but according to Florida Fire Prevention 
Code 6th Edition, 2017, new buildings, three stories, 
or higher require a quality assurance program 
during the installation of fire-stop devices and 
systems to protect penetrations and joints of the 
structure. 
UES has been conducting fire-stopping inspections 
since it was adopted into code in 2014. Our certified 
Fire Safety Inspectors provide monitoring and 
approvals and ensure that all fire-stop systems are 
installed in accordance with the designer’s intent as 
well as the approved plans and specifications. 

UES’ inspections consist of visual examinations of 
fire-stopping systems during the rough and final 
stages of the project and are in addition to the Fire 
Departments’ regular construction inspections, 
which typically cover exits, exit discharge, exit 
access, alarms, fire suppression systems, emergency 
lights, panic hardware, and occupancy restrictions 
to name a few.

Our QA Fire Stopping inspections supersede 
previous methods and allow for non-destructive 
inspections during rough stages while also 
accelerating construction. Unlike with municipality 
inspections, our clients are provided a with a 
detailed report regardless of the inspection results.

Who is responsible for  
Fire-stopping Code Compliance?

 ■ Owner
 ■ Design Professional
 ■ Manufacturer
 ■ General Contractor
 ■ Installer
 ■ Plans Examiner
 ■ Firestop Inspector

F I R E - S T O P P I N G 
A trusted and Comprehensive Quality Assurance Program for Penetrations and Joints



UES performs Fire Safety Inspection 
Services in accordance with the 
provisions of the Florida Fire 
Prevention Code - 2017 6th Edition, 
which adopt the provisions of the 
National Fire Prevention Association 
(NFPA) FFPC 12.3.2, 12.3.2.1 
and 12.3.2.2, specifies that new 
buildings, three stories or greater in 
height, require a quality assurance 
program for the installation of 
fire safety devices and systems to 
protect penetrations and joints of 
the structure. The installation of 
these systems must be monitored 
and approved by a qualified, 
fire professional to ensure these 
fire-stop systems are installed in 
accordance with the intent of the 
design professional as shown on the 
approved plans and specifications. 
Universal will perform the inspections 
and compare the installed fire-stop 
system with the approved details 
on the plans. We will perform visual 
inspections during the rough and 
final stages of the project. In summary 
the QA Fire Stopping inspections 
deters the old method which involved 
destructive testing and repair work. 
This method allows inspections 
in rough stages and speeds up 
construction.
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For a single-family home or multi-family home 
3-stories or less to receive a Certificate of 
Occupancy, they must have undergone a blower 
door test verifying seven air changes per hour 
or less (less than three requires the addition of 
mechanical ventilation). 
For five years, UES has provided professional 
unobtrusive blower door testing to homeowners 
and builders throughout the southeast. Our 
technicians can usually respond to a work order 
within 24 hours and, once at the property in 
question, can perform and complete the test in 
about 30 minutes. After a successful test with our 
state-of-the-art and calibrated equipment, the 
homeowner or builder will receive a certified report 
showing the test results.

Benefits of Blower Door Testing?
UES can perform comprehensive blower door 
testing and provide you with a detailed informative 
report following that test—but what matters the 
most is what you do with that information.

Depending on the findings of the test, subsequent 
repairs can make your home more energy efficient, 
reduce condensation and moisture, increase the 
efficiency and life of your HVAC system, and save 
you money on your utility bill.

A blower door test can also discover drafts or 
air-leaks and identify areas lacking insulation, which 
after correcting can improve your indoor air quality.

Residential Properties in Florida 
Permitted after July 1, 2017  
Require Testing

Section R402.4.1.2 of the Florida Building Code, 
6th Edition (2017) Energy Conservation, starting 
July 1, 2017 requires new construction on 
residential buildings or dwelling units to have 
mandatory Blower Door Testing and a report 
verifying seven air changes per hour or less. 
However, if the ACH is less than three (3) you 
will need to provide some form of mechanical 
ventilation. Testing shall occur after rough in 
and after installation of penetrations of the 
building envelope, including penetrations for 
utilities, plumbing, electrical and ventilation.

Our testing will be supervised by a qualified 
energy auditor. We will provide the required 
Blower Door Test Report for submittal to the 
AHJ. If the structure fails to comply with the 
current code, UES will provide consultation on 
how to achieve the required air changes.

Who can do the testing?
Sections R402.4.1.2 FBC Energy Conservation 20017 
6th Edition indicate that a Florida blower door test 
must be done by an approved third party Energy 
Auditor either from the Building Performance 
Institute (BPI) or Residential Energy Services 
Network (RESNET) to qualify. This includes Energy 
Raters, Class A Air-conditioning Contractor, Class 
B Air-conditioning Contractor and Mechanical 
Contractors.

B L O W E R  D O O R  T E S T I N G

A blower door test locates 
air leaks by using a special 

fan to depressurize a 
house. Blower door tests 

are conducted before 
and after air sealing to 

measure the effectiveness 
of the work.

energy.gov
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